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Gippsland Lakes fishennan Robert More­
croft believes the New Year period is general­
ly one of the best times of year to get out at 
night and try to catch a few prawns. 

It is worth asking around to see if and where 
the prawns are running. There are two main 
methods to catch these tasty little morsels. 
On the dark of the moon the larger of these 

crustaceans will begin travelling out to sea. So a 
lot of boat owners travel to Lakes Entrance, an­
chor in the channel arid dip them up as they go 
past. 

When contemplating this method it would be 
wise to have all your boat's safety gear up to 
date, and be sure that your all round white light 
is on a separate switch to the red and green nav­
igation lights, as it is an offence to have the nav­
igation lights turned on while anchored. This is 
a popular way of catching these scrumptious 
beasties so be warned, lots of boats in the one 
area attract the water police. 
The second method favoured.by many locals is 

to dip each one off the. bottom. Before they run 

to 

for 
a couple of months. 

Hi<ling under the sand during 
the day they emerge as it gets 
dark and begin feeding. 

To catch these jumpy fish you will require the 
following. 

A 12-volt battery, a punt to 
float it in (this is also used to 
hold your catch), a 12v under­
water light and a dip net. Waders 
are optional at this time of year. 

The method will take a little time to 
master but having done so it is easy to catch a 
bucket full. 

So how do you catch them you ask? When it is 
dark and you have the battery in the punt, the 

of s 
punt rope over the shoulder, light on, and net in 

your dominant hand, you are ready. 
Cruising over the sand 

slowly, waving the 
light from side 

to side under 
the water, 
you will 
eventually 
see a 
prawn ner­
vously sit­
ting on the 

bottom. You 
mustremem­

ber everything 
in the lake is try­

ing to eat t:Qis prawn, 
so he is very jumpy, and 

it is this that you will use to 
catch it. 

Slide the net to the sand beside the prawn - not 
so close as to touch a feeler as this will immedi­

ately make this morsel jump away from the net. 
At the same time as your net hits the sand you 
.must rush the light at the prawn. If you coordi­
.nate these two movements correctly the prawn 
will jump away from the light and into the net. 

A major flaw in a new chum's technique is to 
then scoop the prawn up, but any forward move­
ment gives the prawn time to jump out of the net. 
What you must do is slide the net down and im­
mediately slide it up again, a bit like using a 
paint scraper forward then back down then 
straight back up the same way. If all goes to plan 
you will hear the prawn flapping in the net as 
you shake it to the bottom. With experience it 
will only take one second to perform these 
movements ·and you will be able to carry up to 
ten in the net before emptying the contents into 
the punt. 

It is a method worth persisting with, and<you 
will be amazed how many friends you have 
when your fridge is full of fresh prawns! 
The bag/possession limit for prawns is 30 litres 

of whole prawns or five litres of meats. .. 
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